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The Phoenix area has been tabbed as having the second-worst yearly particular pollution 
problem in the nation, according to a new study by the American Lung Association. 

The annual report, which measured air quality for the largest metropolitan areas in the 
U.S., actually showed some improvement in terms of how the Valley was doing with air 
quality. 

The rankings, released Wednesday, included data between 2007 and 2009. It found the 
Valley finished second in year-round particulate pollution, 19th in ozone pollution, and 24th 
in short-term particulate pollution. 

Diving further into the data, however, yields information that Maricopa County was graded 
with a “B” for both short-term particulate pollution and annual particulate pollution. 
Neighboring Pinal County, which is part of the study area, received failing grades on both. 

Both counties received failing grades for high ozone days, despite a reduction in those days 
over the course of the past 15 years, according to the study. 

Holly Ward, spokeswoman for the Maricopa County Air Quality Department, said while the 
county agency believes the air quality is better than the Lung Association’s study shows, 
both views show improving conditions. 

“It’s a reminder that we have some efforts to do to get clean air, but by our regulatory 
guidance, our air quality is improving,” she said. 

Maricopa County currently is working on its third year of attainment for PM-10, a course 
form of particulate matter. The county can meet federal standards by not having more than 
three violations at any air quality monitoring station over a three-year period. 
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